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The Shepherd’s Call 
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By Kathy Werly 
 
Clearing snow from sidewalks, 

jump starting cars, changing light 
bulbs while standing on scaffolding or 
a forty-foot ladder. Do these activities 
sound like the job of a Director of 
Administrative Services? If your name 
is Steve Lemons, they do!  

If you asked Steve to describe his 
job, he would not mention these chores 
even though he does them. He would 
tell you he is charged with overseeing 

financial affairs, human resources 
(including payroll) and maintenance of 
the facility−with facility including the 
church, social hall, school and 
gymnasium as well as parking lots, 
sidewalks, grassy areas and 
landscaping.   

Steve, after 12 years as director at 
Good Shepherd, will be retiring on 
June 30. Coincidentally, his wife 
Marilyn will be retiring at about the 
same time.  

You don’t work in one place for 12 
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years without accumulating memories. 
One such memory has to do with 
dumplings. Yes, you read that 
correctly. Some parishioners might 
remember Monsignor Gary Applegate, 
who was an interim pastor at Good 
Shepherd for a short time. Steve 
recalled that one day while they were 
talking about food the subject of 
dumplings came up. Monsignor said he 
could make dumplings from scratch 
and offered to teach the staff how to do 
it. The tables in the teachers’ 
workroom were cleared and covered. 
There was a second cover of flour on 
the table and on everyone’s 
clothes. One of the staff members took 
the dumplings home and combined 
them with chicken to create a 
memorable feast for the staff. 

We’ve all heard of learning while 
on the job. Sometimes what we learn 
involves job skills, but sometimes it’s 
something more. Steve has learned 
about generosity as evidenced by the 
congregation and the staff who work 
at Good Shepherd. He highlights how 
the staff goes above and beyond to do 
what needs to be done. It’s more like a 
calling than a job. This generosity 
involves both time and 
money−working a little late or coming 
in a little early or donating some of 
their own money to complete a 
project. It’s all because of their strong 
belief in what Good Shepherd is and 

does. 
Brad Roder is a custodian at Good 

Shepherd and is being promoted to 
assume some of Steve’s maintenance 
duties. Brad reflected fondly on his 
callback interview with Steve about the 
custodial job. Brad said he was sitting 
on a roof working on gutters. After 
introductions and information 
exchange about what the job entailed, 
they began learning about one another 
during the phone call. “Before I knew 
it, I had been sitting on that roof for 
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almost two hours shooting the breeze 
about small towns, hard work, baseball 
and just about anything else,” Brad 
noted. “It was the kind of interview that 
called me to Good Shepherd and the 
beginning of a new friendship.”  

 
 

“Steve cares deeply for the 
priests, parishioners, and his 
co-workers and has always 
treated Good Shepherd as an 
extension of his family.”  

-Brad Roder 
 
 
Most of us want to leave a job with a 

sense of accomplishment. Steve is no 
exception. He is proud of maintaining the 
facility while managing tight finances 
and spending prudently, which is no 
small feat. Although he is a member of 
Holy Trinity, Steve has vowed he will not 
be a stranger at Good Shepherd. He has 
strong ties to both churches. He and his 
wife raised their children at Holy Trinity, 
and he converted to Catholicism there. 
Good Shepherd is where he became a 
deacon, another accomplishment of 
which he is rightfully proud.  Steve sees 
himself as leaving a job but not the 
people or the parish. 

“I will miss Steve as my neighbor at 
work. I’ll even miss his many stories and 
the quips he delivers with a smile,” said 
Mary Losik, director of Stewardship 
Development for Good Shepherd. Mary 
said that as an inside joke, Steve has 
claimed that he will write a book with the 
title, “Behind the Scenes at the Church.” 
When something unusual or unexpected 
happened at work, Steve would tell Mary 
that the incident would be “just another 
chapter in his book.”  

Both Mary and Good Shepherd are 
lucky to have had such a caring and 
helpful neighbor for so long. Steve, we 
wish you well in retirement and look 
forward to seeing you again soon.  
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By Diane Schell 
 
What better way to stay connected 

to with one another during this time of 
social distancing than to listen to 
weekly musical prayer concerts 
performed by Good Shepherd’s 
talented musicians and singers. 

The concerts are live streamed on 
Facebook and YouTube via the parish 
website. The concert series features 
church songs and meditative music, 
with lyrics featured on screen when 
applicable so that viewers can sing 
along at home.  

“In March, in a matter of a few 
days, our approach to music and 
liturgy was turned upside-
down−public celebrations 
suspended, only live-streamed 
Masses allowed, only 4-5 music 
ministries per service and choir 
and music rehearsals suspended,” 
said Choir Director Raffaele 
Cipriano. “It took a few days of 
intense work to set-up equipment 
and online resources and then a 
few weeks to tune the system and 
make everything on camera sound 
and look professional. 

 “We are all going through 
isolation during these times, so we 
wanted to bring a little church into 
our parishioner’s homes through 
music,” Raffaele continued. “And 
this parish has a deep love for its 
music. They’re all enthusiastic about 
the hymns and participate a lot in 
singing during the celebration of 
Mass. 

“It’s like being at the same event 
together, sharing comments and 
sharing a moment of prayer,” he 
added. “Everybody is in their own 
home, but it’s a community moment.” 

Good Shepherd is blessed to have 
many talented musicians. Four 
different groups provide music at the 
weekend liturgies. Sunrise Servants 
perform at 8 a.m., Shepherds of Faith 
and Choral Shepherds at 10 a.m., the 
Spanish ensemble at 12:15 p.m. and 
Rhythm of Christ at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays.  

“We have an outstanding mixture 
of musical ensembles, each one with a 
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with male and female voices, piano, 
guitar and bass, performed the second 
concert on May 8. The songs brought joy 
and comfort reminding us that we are not 
alone and that God is there during 
troubled times. Some of the songs 
performed were “We Are Called,” “How 
Great Thou Art” and “Be Not Afraid.”  

Rhythm of Christ, an ensemble with 
adult and teen voices, piano, violin and 
clarinet, performed the third concert on 
May 15. Several musical themes were 
addressed, including songs for the poor, 
marginalized, those feeling alone, 
depressed and suffering; songs for first 
responders, medical staff, essential 
workers, and those caring for others at 

home; and songs where love shines 
through for all, for personal and 
family renewal and for peace in the 
world.  Some of the songs 
highlighted were “There Is a 
Longing,” “Here I Am, Lord” and 
“Fly Like a Bird.” 

The fourth concert on May 23 
was instrumental. John and Jude 
Frank played classical music on the 
piano. Celtic and church music was 
performed by Lisa Sweet on violin 
and Raffaele on the piano. If 
parishioners missed any concerts 
they can still view them on 
Facebook or YouTube by scrolling 
to the concert date.  

 “What a blessing to have all of 
these talented musicians in our parish 
and to have them share their beautiful 
music with us,” Karen Larson said. 

Future concerts to look forward to are 
a vocal concert on the weekend of May 
29-30 and Fr. Kent and friends on the 
weekend of June 6-7.   

Besides wonderful musicians, the 
parish is blessed with good sound 
technicians. It takes a well-trained ear to 
balance the music to the right level. 
Thank you to Raffaele, Tyler 
Gouchenour, Lee Helfrich, Aaron 
Scaletty and camera man Fr. Kent.  

During this time of fear and anxiety 
for our future, let us remember that 
whatever happens, “Surely the Presence” 
of the Lord is there with us to give us 
hope and comfort.   
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specific sound,” Raffaele noted. “The 
Sunrise Servants have a unique variety 
of instruments, Shepherds of Faith 
have a harmonious blend of voices, 
Choral Shepherds can beautifully 
perform renaissance choral music as 
well as modern spirituals, Rhythm of 
Christ provides a contemporary 
repertoire with an upbeat feeling, and 
the Spanish ensemble combines the 
traditional sounds and rhythm of the 
Spanish community,”  

Each week the songs from the 
various groups have been offered in 
consideration for all the heroes 
working to help keep us safe. The 
themes of hope, courage, comfort, 
praise and thanksgiving have been 

performed. 
Concerts started on May 1 with the 

Sunrise Servants, an all-female 
ensemble accompanied by piano, 
guitar, electric keyboard, clarinet and 
trumpets. It was fitting the group 
would start the first musical prayer 
concert singing Marian hymns since 
May is the month of Mary. They 
continued singing a variety of songs 
chosen by members of the ensemble. 
Some familiar songs were “You Are 
Mine,” “No Greater Love,” and “Make 
Me a Channel of Your Peace.” 

“It reminded me of Crowning the 
May Queen Celebration we held each 
May growing up,” said Esther Tuttle 
while Cindy Booth added that the 
concerts are “so uplifting and 
refreshing at the end of a long week.”  

Shepherds of Faith, an ensemble 

Photo	courtesy	of	Leah	Wankum,	Shawnee	Mission	Post	

Live streamed musical prayer concerts help  
keep the faith during unique times 



	 Drive-thru confessions are a big hit among congregation	
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What do you do when the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City, Kansas 
issues a directive that the Sacrament of 
confession be administered while 
social distancing? 

If you’re Fr. Kent and Fr. 
Ashmore, you think outside the box 
and formulate a creative way to offer 
confession: drive-thru. 

After brainstorming several ideas, 
both priests thought about setting 
something up outside in the parking lot 
where people could confess from their 
cars or standing before a screen. The 
seal of confession and sacramental 
proximity would be preserved. Panels 
from the confessional inside the church 
were brought outside and used to 
enforce social distancing. 

“We had a few hours to figure out 
what to do, because the order went into 
effect immediately,” Fr Kent said. “So, 
we thought, ‘Why don’t we do it 
outside?’ It was a little cold when we 
started out, so we thought, ‘Why not 
have people stay in their cars?’ We 
decided both of us would sit in the 
church parking lot and allow 
parishioners to drive up, maintain their 
distance and stay in their cars.” 

The idea is about being there for 
the parish community and responding 
to people’s wants and needs. 

“All confessions are heard 
anonymously−behind the screen,” he 
continued. “The forgiveness of sins 
without leaving the comfort of your 
car. It doesn’t get much better than 
that.” 

Fr. Kent remarked that when they 
first started the drive-thru confessions 
everything was up in the air due to the 
coronavirus, so they weren’t sure what 
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the response would be.  
The response was enormous. Cars 

with individuals and packed with 
family members showed up in droves. 
With families, one person at a time 
would go up to the screen while the 
rest of the family stayed in the car. 

“It’s a little bit ridiculous and 
sometimes people will come up and 
say, ‘I never thought I’d be doing this 
Father and I’d say, ‘I never did, 
either,’” Fr. Kent exclaimed. “It 
worked out really smoothly. We got a 
positive response. People love the 
idea.”  

On the last day of confessions 
before Easter Sunday Fr. Kent noticed 
that lines were longer than usual. “I 
don’t know what it is about our human 
nature or as Catholics, we like to do 
things at the last minute. It’s really 

heartwarming for us as priests that 
people were willing to wait for an 
hour-and-a half to receive the 
Sacrament. I thought that was quite 
beautiful.” 

“I was in a long line of cars leading 
up to the confessional so I turned on 
my favorite Christian station and 
listened to music while I waited,” 
noted Michele Logan-Hynes. “It was 
dark by the time I left and there were 
still cars in line. I didn’t think they’d 

By Michele Logan-Hynes 

As far as the east is from the west, so far 
has He removed our transgressions from 
us.   Psalm 103:12 

Two basic elements are required for 
Christ’s forgiveness to occur – the 
person who is confessing and the priest, 
who in God’s name gives the person 
absolution from sins. 

The following are some things to 
keep in mind before going to confession: 

• Examine your conscience and 
reflect on the sins you have committed 
since your last Reconciliation. It is OK to 
bring a list. 

• Be sincerely sorry for your sins. 
• Confess your sins. When you are in 

the confessional, you might say, 
“Forgive me father for I have sinned. It 
has been six months since my last 
confession.” Your confession is always 
private. The priest cannot repeat 
something he has heard in confession. 

• Resolve to amend your life. 
• After your confession, do the 

penance the priest assigns you.  
As Catholics, we need grace to get to 

heaven. Serious sins that are committed 
with full knowledge and done on our 
own surrender our grace. Reconciliation 
restores that grace. 

This Sacrament of confession can be 
repeated as often as a parishioner likes, 
but should be received at least once a 
year during Lent. 

Some things to consider 

before going to confession 
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ever stop arriving.” 
Fr. Kent said he and Fr. Ashmore 

plan on doing drive-thru confessions as 
long as permitted and until the crisis 
ends. “If not, we are brainstorming other 
possibilities how we can hear 
confessions and obey the law” Fr. Kent 
said. 

For confession times, please go to the 
Good Shepherd website at 
https://www.gsshawnee.org/home and 
look at “Upcoming Events”. 
 

Reprinted from The Leaven and the 
Kansas City Star 

Kansas	City	Star	photos	by	Rich	Sugg	



	 Heartfelt notes, cookies make food kitchen patrons feel valued 
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By Teri  Sabatino 
	
Are you lonely, sad or 

discouraged? Consider letting a 
Stephen Minister help. 	

Stephen ministers are laypeople 
trained to provide one-to-one Christ-
centered care to parishioners 
experiencing a difficult time in life, 
such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic 
or terminal illness, spiritual crisis, 
relocation and other life 
struggles. Stephen Ministers expand 
the reach of their priests’ pastoral care 
and come from all walks of life. They 
have a compassionate heart 
for those who are hurting and 
a desire to help. 

However, Stephen 
Ministers are not social 
workers, psychologists or 
mediators. Their role is to 
listen and care—not counsel 
or advise. Through prayer 
and listening, a Stephen Minister is the 
caregiver and God is the cure giver.  

A Stephen Minister begins a caring 
relationship when he or she is matched 
with a person experiencing a life crisis. 
The Stephen Minister then meets with 
that person on a weekly basis to listen, 
care, encourage and offer emotional 
and spiritual support. The caring 
relationship lasts as long as the person 
is in need of care.  

Stephen Ministers undergo hours 
of training so that they can offer solid 
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spiritual and emotional care while 
building trust. A Stephen Minister also 
must be able to detect when a care 
receiver should get professional help, 
making a referral to an appropriate 
mental health professional or other 
community resource if necessary. 

The name Stephen comes from St. 
Stephen, who was the first layperson 
commissioned by the Apostles to 
provide food and charitable aid to 
those in need (Acts 6). Since 1975, 
more than 600,000 people from more 

than 13,000 congregations and 
other organizations have trained 
as Stephen Ministers. In our 
Archdiocese, we have Stephen 
Ministers available to help you in 
your time of need.  

Some important guidelines for 
this caring relationship protect 
both the care receiver and the 

Stephen Minister: 
• The relationship between a care 
receiver and a Stephen Minister is 
confidential. 
• Men are matched with men; 
women with women. 

Consider letting a Stephen Minister 
help. There is no charge and Stephen 
Ministers are available to meet with 
you or talk to you by phone. Contact 
Dave Chaffee at 913-317-8393 or 
Tom Byron at 816-863-3027 for 
information about how to be matched 
up with a Stephen Minister.	
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By Mary Morin 
 
Good Shepherd parishioners are 

always ready to show compassion and 
jump into help when needed.  

After learning that 691 lunches had 
been served at the St. Mary’s Food 
Kitchen in April-just one week before 
Good Shepherd was set to deliver 
lunches-volunteers were called into 
action to help provide additional 
lunches.  

The Food Kitchen had been serving 
sack lunches for 36 straight days to 
those in need, without having to turn 
anyone away due to lack of supplies. 
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Regular Good Shepherd food 
kitchen volunteers and others were 
emailed for help. “Our request was for 
donations of cookies, but we 
also asked people to consider 
making a $5.00 donation to 
deflect the extra cost of the 
additional meals we were 
making,” Ruth Owens said. 

If you call them, they 
will come. Volunteers 
quickly picked up 175 
pounds of roast to cook at 
home. More than 50 cars 
drove through the church 
parking lot to drop off thousands of 
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cookies while volunteers received cash 
donations.  

 “The outpouring from the 
community was staggering,” 
Ruth exclaimed. “We 
received well over 3,000 
cookies, and the monetary 
donations were far beyond 
what we asked.” 

Volunteers prepared the 
roasts into barbecue beef 
while others assembled lunch 
bags with barbecue or turkey 
and cheese sandwiches, 
oranges, chips, several 

cookies and bottled water. A group of 
lunches with decorated sugar cookies and 
candy were earmarked especially for 
children. Extras were assembled in case 
they were needed. Five trucks took 685 
lunches to Wilhelmina Gill Services 
Center, also known as St. Mary’s Food 
Kitchen, in Kansas City, Kansas 

 And were those lunches ever 
needed−728 lunches were served on 
April 21-131 were children’s lunches and 
597 were adult lunches. “This almost 
doubled the usual number of guests that 
receive lunch and was the highest 
number of sack lunches served in a day,” 
Ruth said.  The same process was 
repeated in May, with 650 lunches 
served. 

  “Many parishioners said they were 
happy to help and would like to 
participate in the future,” Ruth 
commented. “There were some bakers 
who included small notes of 
encouragement with the cookies. This 
thoughtful act touched many hearts.” 

St. Mary’s Food Kitchen Manager 
Heidi said there were many smiles and 
“thank yous” from guests. She 
mentioned one patron who never smiles, 
but did on that day, adding that everyone 
felt valued and important enough that 
Good Shepherd would make their 
lunches special. 

 “We offer a very heartfelt thank you 
to all the volunteers for your support in 
helping to feed the hungry,” said Marcia 
Mielke. “Through your generosity we 
continue to be the Hands, Feet and Heart 
of Jesus.”  
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Unique online program fuels desire to learn	

	

1

By Samantha Roy 
 
What a unique fourth quarter Good 

Shepherd school experienced this year. 
As Kansas Governor Laura Kelly 
closed all schools due to coronavirus, 
Good Shepherd created an online 
learning experience that allowed 
students to acquire new skills in all 

subject areas and 
grow in their faith, 
as well as have 
access to their 
classroom teachers 
on a daily basis.   

“When creating 
this program, I 
wanted to ensure 
that our students not 
only maintained the 
skills they had 

already developed but continued to 
progress according to our standards,” 
explained Principal Ann McGuff. “It 
was important to me to create 
opportunities that would keep students, 
teachers and parents interacting on a 
daily basis and allow our students 
spiritual, social and emotional growth 
as well.”  

After ensuring all families had 
access to technology, they received 
daily learning outlines focused on 
tasks for students to accomplish in art, 
music, physical education, Spanish, 
library, 
science, 
technology, 
engineering 
and math. 
Families had 
access to a 
video from an 
eighth grade 
student each 
morning that 
included 
happy 
birthdays, fun facts of the day and a 
prayer. The school also gathered 
online on Wednesdays for Mass.   

In addition, students attended 
online “Zoom” classes with their 
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teachers weekly, bi-weekly or daily 
depending on their grade. Teachers 
also created daily videos that provided 
quality instruction and maintained 
daily office hours for students to check 
in with questions or to provide extra 
support in their learning.   

After three weeks, families were 
contacted to see how e-learning was 
being received and how additional 
support could be provided. 

Overwhelmingly parents were pleased 
with the experience. Kelli Daly 
expressed gratitude for the dedication 
of the teachers and the ease of access 
to the materials.  

School Fun Time 
During the Easter Triduum, 

teachers created a family choice board 
of activities to celebrate this holy time 
in our church including scavenger 
hunts for symbols of Easter around the 
house, Stations of the Cross, Easter 
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story coloring books, Resurrection eggs 
and more. 

 The school also implemented a 
weekly “Zoom” lunch time with students 
in their homeroom where they had time 
to visit, laugh and share stories with one 
another. 

Field Day was a virtual celebration 
with a family choice board of activities 
that included a penguin race, bowl ball, 
milk jug relay and 
more.  

 Soon it became 
time for eighth grade 
graduation. Seventh 
grade parents 
delivered yard signs 
and balloons on the 
date of their 
graduation breakfast. 
Mrs. McGuff, Mrs. 
Roy, Ms. Oldenhuis and Mrs. Swearngin 
visited each student on graduation day 
and delivered their “memory book” with 
a graduation cookie to recognize them.   

As the year closed, families hosted a 
last day of school parade. Decorated cars 
drove through the 
school parking lot 
to share a much 
appreciated wave 
of gratitude to the 
teachers and staff 
who worked 
countless hours to 
support student e-
learning.   
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Good Shepherd parishioners 
welcomed the call to shower Fr. Kent, 
Fr. Ashmore and Deacons Steve 
Lemons and Marcos Navarro with 
joy and gratitude during an 
Appreciation Parade on Sunday, May 
3.  

In gratitude for the pastoral staff’s 
efforts to keep parishioners connected 
to Christ and one another during the 

Parade showers pr iests,  deacons  
with appreciat ion 

2

coronavirus pandemic, families were 
encouraged to make signs or decorate 
their vehicles and come together for a 
“Drive-Thru” parade at the church. 
Families honked, waved and said a 
quick “hello” from the inside of their 
vehicles as they drove by.  

 Thank you to Carly Dreiling, 
Sara Sheerin, Jessica Wilhelm and 
others for organizing the parade.	

By Ruth Misiewicz 

This month’s featured Outreach ministry 
is the Catholic Charities Food Pantry. 
• Ministry: Good Shepherd parish 
held two food collections to benefit 
Catholic Charities. The drives were in 
response to an enormous need by the 
Archdiocese due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. The food truck was stationed 
just outside the east entrance of the 
church on April 11 and May 16. 
Because of social-distancing mandates, 
parishioners drove up and were greeted 
by masked and gloved volunteers who 
retrieved the donations from 
parishioner’s vehicles and accepted 
cash donations in buckets. Of particular 
need were 
pasta; rice; 
peanut butter; 
canned meat, 
fruit, 
tomatoes and 
black beans; 
and pancake 
mix. 
• Results: For April, the parish 
collected 338 bags/boxes of food and 
$3,733, our highest totals ever. In May, 
parishioners were once again generous, 
delivering 278 bags/boxes of food 
weighing 2,465 pounds, and cash 
donations of $1,831. 
• Faith in Action: Your generosity 
directly supports one of the Corporal 
Works of Mercy — Feed the Hungry.  
• Thank you: A huge thank you to 
all of our parishioners for their kind 
donations, those who manned the truck 
and Tom Tritsch and Jack Carson 
who organized the drives and delivered 
the collected food.  
• Response: “Good Shepherd always 
steps up when the need surfaces. And 
these two months have been no 
exception,” Tom said. “Parishioners are 
an integral part in helping Catholic 
Charities keep their shelves stocked 
right now when demand is so high.” 
• Contact: If you are interested in 
volunteering for future efforts, please 
contact Tom at tom.tritsch@gmail.com. 



	
Outreach efforts keep parishioners connected 

Tending to our crops to help feed those in need 
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By Kristina Frank 
 
Good Shepherd parishioners are 

here for each other! A growing team 
has been working to reach out to each 
parishioner by phone to check in and 
offer friendship and support while 
exchanging information. During this 
pandemic we don’t want to just 
maintain relationships, but build new 
and even more robust community 
connections.  

The idea originated in late March 
when the Evangelization Commission 
recognized the need for people to stay 
connected during difficult times. The 
commission developed a business plan, 
named the initiative “Building 
Connections in Christ” and invited 
parishioners to start making calls. To 
date, 65 people have made calls, each 
at their own pace. Some have called a 
handful of parishioners while others 
called an entire page in the parish 
directory and some even called 
multiple directory pages.  

A particular focus was to first 
reach out to those who appeared to be 
living alone or to be alone with 
children; callers then approached the 
rest of the directory. People are 
encouraged to contact neighbors or 
others in the broader community to 
check in. 

The goal of each call has been to 
see how people are doing, learn of any 
needs the parishioner may have and 
offer some brief information about 
parish activities and resources. Team 
leaders orient new callers by reviewing 
the initiative’s goal and procedures and 
then providing resource material to 
help guide their conversations. A short 
prayer was also included that many 
prayed together.  

The Building Connections in Christ 
team is working with Anabella 
Wasserman and leaders of the 
parish’s Hispanic Ministries and with 
the parish’s new Ministerio de Salud, 
organized by Mariana Ramirez, to 
reach out to Hispanic parishioners in 
Spanish.   

 “It’s a blessing to be able to 
connect with our Good Shepherd 
brothers and sisters in this difficult 
time,” team member Mario Ramirez 
said. “We’ve been able to talk with 
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people who got the virus, experienced 
domestic violence, or needed food or 
accompaniment. We’ve been able to 
refer them to community resources and 
pray with and for them, guided by the 
Holy Spirit.”  

Given these uncertain times, the 
intention is that the Building 
Connections in Christ/Ministerio de 
Salud initiative will continue for the 
foreseeable future, reaching out 
periodically as appropriate.  

If you are able to make calls now or 
in the future, please contact Elizabeth 
Steinbacher at 913-272-8193 or 
unicornjunkie@gmail.com, or Debbie 
Eisenhower at 913-709-9718 or  
deisenhower58@gmail.com, both of 
whom are leading teams making calls 
in English. To make calls in Spanish, 
please contact Diana Navarro at 913-
594-3562, who is leading our parish’s 
Ministerio de Salud call team. 

If you have not yet received a call, 
it may be because the information in 
the directory is no longer up to date or 
you are a new parishioner. If you have 
a new or preferred phone number other 
than what is listed in the 2018-19 
directory, please send your updated 
information to Elizabeth, Debbie or 
Diana. Messages were left for those we 
were unable to speak with and many 
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called back to let us know they received 
our call and to thank us for thinking of 
them! 

Requests for prayers and/or resources 
were referred to another group of 
volunteers. If you would like to be part 
of the team working to meet needs 
identified through calls or in other ways, 
please contact Kristel Hladky at 913-
206-0326 or kristelhladky@gmail.com, 
Linda Mayer at 
lsusanmayer5@gmail.com or Diana 
Navarro. 

If you have any needs at this time for 
friendship, help accessing Good 
Shepherd online services or help 
accessing community resources (food, 
rent, medical care, clothing, etc.), please 
reach out to the contacts listed above.  

Many new friendships have been 
made in our community through this 
outreach effort. Those called expressed 
their heartfelt appreciation for having 
been contacted. Meanwhile, callers look 
forward to personally meeting the 
parishioners they called but didn’t know 
before this effort began. 

 “I think the outreach effort is a 
wonderful gift, both as a participant and 
to the people we reached,” said volunteer 
Eileen Manza. “Its fruits will be seen as 
Good Shepherd moves forward and is 
able to grow as a faith community.”  

Volunteers recently planted 36 
pepper and 36 tomato plants in under 
an hour. “The potato crops and onions 
we planted earlier are looking really 
healthy this year. So far we have 67 
potato plants and too many onions to 
count. The 10 Brussels sprout plants 
also look promising,” noted Donna 
Cornett. “We expect to feed more 
people this year.” All donations go to 
Shawnee Community Services, a local 
food pantry serving the Kansas City 
metro area since 1982. 



	

	

Farewell and best of luck to Rebecca Coldicutt 
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By Brad Roder 
 
A familiar face and parish friend 

will be leaving the Good Shepherd 
front office this summer, as we say our 
unfortunate goodbyes to parish 
accountant Rebecca Coldicutt.   

Rebecca is joining the Church of 
the Nativity (Leawood) staff in the 
same position that she has performed 
so admirably at Good Shepherd for the 
last 14 years. Nearly four years ago Fr. 
Francis Hund, former Good Shepherd 
pastor, asked Rebecca to assist with 
some transitions at Nativity. With the 
permission of Father Jim Ludwikoski,  
former Good Shepherd pastor, she 
accepted a part-time position there and 
has been performing her roles at both 
churches and schools ever since.  
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Beyond her front office duties, 
Rebecca will be missed in 
other ways−having spent 
years volunteering for 
additional duties, including 
the Parish Leadership Board, 
the Finance Council and 
yearly Lollapalooza 
fundraiser. It was in the first 
year of Lollapalooza that she 
volunteered and has done so 
every Lolla since−that's 20 of 
them. She also responded to 
the parish bulletin's request for 
envelope stuffers, thinking it 
would be a wonderful way to 
involve her children, meet 
new people and be a part of something 
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special at Good Shepherd. 
"My favorite 

memories from Good 
Shepherd are my 
friendships with 
volunteers, coworkers, my 
children's teachers, and 
the many stories shared 
over the years." Rebecca 
recalled. "My children 
attended Good Shepherd 
during my years on staff, 
which worked great for 
our family." Her daughter 
Mary Alice and son Joe 
are graduates of Good 
Shepherd and have since 
graduated high school and 

beyond.  
Another life event that occurred 

during her Good Shepherd time was 
meeting and marrying her husband Dean 
Coldicutt. "I have been fortunate to travel 
in the past several years; to South 
America, Europe, Australia and New 
Zealand," she stated. It was in her travels 
to New Zealand that she met Dean, and 
they now reside in a new home 
they refurbished together in Kansas City. 
They continue yearly travels to New 
Zealand to visit her new family there, 
and are hoping to eventually return to 
and reside on the island.  

Rebecca said she is grateful for the 
many years and friendships she has 
accrued while at Good Shepherd, and 
parishioners, staff and priests share the 
sentiment.  

 “Rebecca has been a real asset on 
staff.  She’s conscientious, dedicated, 
creative and a great team-player,” said 
Mary Losik, director of Stewardship 
Development for Good Shepherd. “More 
than that, she’s a trusted confidante and 
someone whom I’ve shared a lot of fun 
times and not so fun times with over the 
years. She’s a dear friend and I’ll really 
miss her.” 

Linda Nelson will be assuming 
Rebecca’s duties.  

Join us in wishing Rebecca the best 
in her future endeavors, and a hearty 
thank you for her many years of 
dedication and hard work. Another face 
that will be missed but never forgotten. 

Choir experiments with virtual 
singing at Mass 

1

By Mike Rosales 
 
In the first reading for Sunday, 

May 3, we read that Peter raised his 
voice to the 11 to proclaim that God 
made Jesus both Lord and Christ, and 
in the Gospel, Jesus says that the voice 
of the gatekeeper is recognized by the 
sheep. 

For six weeks, the voices of the 10 
a.m. choir have been silent to the 
congregation, but thanks to the 
technology of an application called 
Zoom, the choir still meets on Tuesday 
evenings. 

Music Director Raffaele Cipriano 
is using Zoom to gather choir members 
together not just to practice songs, but 
to provide them with an outlet to share 
their feelings and how they are coping 
during this stay-at-home period. 

The time together has allowed 
ideas to be shared on how to adapt to 
the situation. One such idea was to 
create a virtual choir.   

Raffaele records songs on the piano 
and if the song features a four-part 
harmony, then Raffaele records four 
tunes to the same song.  Each choir 
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member receives a copy of the music 
and then records their part to the song. 
Once a choir member finishes 
recording, he or she then sends their 
recording to Raffaele, who 
synchronizes the voices into one choir 
sound.   

In one practice session, Claudia 
Segal and Mary Louise Butler 
experimented with adding Spanish 
maracas and an American tambourine 
to the music. 

The virtual choir sang the “Gloria” 
and “With a Shepherd’s Care” at the 
May 3 online Mass. 

The choir can’t wait for the time 
when they can again sing their hearts 
out. “Let’s use this occasion to 
individually foster our music and faith, 
and explore creative ways to share our 
art within our community,” Raffaele 
exclaimed. “The time will come again 
when we will be able to gather in the 
church and sing our favorite hymns 
together, and at that moment notes, 
voices, tears and smiles will blend in a 
magnificent joyful prayer to our Lord.” 
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By Mary Mueller 
 

Following are the meeting minutes 
from the May 2020 Parish Council. 

Mike Meurer of the Finance 
Council reported that a new 
representative will be selected at an 
upcoming meeting to be on the Parish 
Council. Lollapalooza has been 
postponed to fall 2020, which will be 
an additional shortfall in this year’s 
operating budget.   

Dan Frank reported that the 
emerging group Communities in 
Solidarity has been working closely 
with the Evangelization Commission 
and providing social service and 
medical resources in the midst of the 
coronavirus epidemic. Additional 
information will be shared as the group 
becomes more focused on the needs of 
the community. 

Richard Gray of the Formation 
Commission reported that Sacraments 
will be scheduled as more information 
becomes available about how the 
parish will reopen.   

Ruth Misiewicz of the Outreach 
Commission indicated that the April 
food collection for Catholic Charities 
resulted in the largest collection ever at 
Good Shepherd. (See Hands and Feet 
of Christ article in this issue for more 
information.) The parish will host an 
organic Farmers Market again this year 
with Win Mar and Tin Tun Aung. 
Spinach, Swiss chard, kale, scallions, 
bok choy and more will be available.  

Win Mar and Tin Tun live in the 
Kansas City area as refugees from 
Burma. Their small city farm is 
supported by the Catholic Charities 
program “New Roots for Refugees.” 
Our parish support of their business 
helps provide their livelihood and 
successful transition to life in the 
United States. 

Dawn Grabs of the Evangelization 
Commission noted that “Building 
Connections in Christ” is a group that 
has formed to contact every person in 
the parish during the coronavirus shut 
down. Forty-five callers are contacting 
all English speaking members of the 
community to check in and let them 
know the parish cares and supports 
them, and to ask if any specific needs 
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are surfacing.     
The “Called and Gifted” program is 

still in the planning phases. There is hope 
that the Archdiocese will purchase a 
subscription to the Sienna Institute so 
that all parishes can access Called and 
Gifted materials and resources at a 
discounted rate. Backyard parties are on 
hold for now.   

John Sigle of the Technology 
Committee stated that the weekly 
Flocknotes email has been well received 
and continues to grow.  Parish 
commission leadership is being 
encouraged to use Flocknotes more to 
communicate information. Exploration 
and work continue on the development 
of a new website and possibilities for a 
database are being examined. He 
reminded the council that it’s important 
to remember that some parishioners will 
always rely on the printed word and 
telephone and this group must not be 
overlooked as Good Shepherd moves 
forward with technology. 

Discernment for commission 
leadership and representatives to the 
Parish Council has been postponed until 
August. Commissions will be invited to 
attend an evening of discernment and 
goal setting at that time. 

Also in attendance at the meeting 
were Eduardo Martin del Campo, 
Robb Garr, John Kelble, Mary 
Mueller, Fr. Kent O’Connor and Joe 
Ruszczyk.  

 

Parish Council meeting minutes 

The Shepherd’s Call monthly 
newsletter is in need of volun-
teers to write articles and/or take 
photos. The time commitment 
should be no more than a few 
hours a month. To volunteer or 
to submit story ideas, contact 
Editor Michele Logan-Hynes at 
micheleloganhynes@gmail.com. 

Calling	all	volunteers	

May 3 was the Day of the Cross 
celebration in El Salvador, a tradition 
where people offer God the first fruits 
of the land as well as note the start of 
the rainy season there. A cross made 
from branches of the jiote tree and 
adorned with paper decorations and 
seasonal fruits is placed outside each 
home. Before the day ends, each 
family gathers and offers prayer of 
thanksgiving before removing and 
eating the fruit. 
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By Michele Logan-Hynes 
 
Matt Dehaemers wanted to be an 

artist since he was a young boy. With 
no art instructor at Cureʹ of Ars 
elementary school where Matt 
attended, a fifth grade teacher noticed 
his knack for art, and asked a shy Matt 
to lead the entire grade in an art 
project. As he stood at the head of the 
classroom showing his peers how to 
cut shapes for the project, he suddenly 
visualized one of the shapes he needed 
and began cutting wildly–a little like 
Edward Scissorhands, recalled Matt, a 
Good Shepherd parishioner. The 
students were in awe and asked him to 
show them one-by-one how to make 
the intricate shape. 

Now that Matt is all grown up with 
a family of his own, he’s still an 
artistic talent. Only this time his new 
project didn’t require paper, just 
palms. Good Shepherd ordered its 
shipment of 1,800 palms in the winter 
for Palm Sunday. However, without 
traditional in-person services this year 
due to the coronavirus pandemic, the 
palms couldn’t be distributed. Fr. 
Kent didn’t want the palms to go to 
waste so he asked Matt, a nationally 
known artist and sculptor, to create 
something outside the box with the 
unused palms.  

Matt knew he wanted to create a 
cross with the palms, in addition to a 
little something extra. Matt went to 
work using 500 palms, plywood, 
chicken wire and staples to create the 
first of three sculptures, which debuted 
the afternoon before Palm Sunday. The 
sculpture commemorated Christians 
laying down palms just as they did for 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  

The cross, from concept to 
creation, took 30 hours. It was such a 
hit that local KMBC newscaster Haley 
Harrison interviewed Matt for the 
April 7 evening news and also noted 
on her public Facebook page that “this 
is such a creative use of the palms. He 
did an amazing job.”  

 “This was therapy for me during 
times of standstill and to keep my 
hands busy,” Matt recalled. “I liked the 
challenge of trying to figure out what 

It pays to have an artist in the family 
Local artist, sculptor and parishioner designs palm crosses for Lenten season. 
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to do with 800 palms.” 
As Holy Week continued, Matt 

transformed his original sculpture into 
another work of art. This time he found 
inspiration while driving to his farm 
and thinking about the recent prairie 
fire he had set and the water used to 
control and extinguish it. Debuting on 
Good Friday, the revitalized cross 
symbolized a “rushing waterfall 
flanked by two zig zagging bands of 
‘fire,’ a black crown of thorns made of 
palms and red plastic representing the 
blood of Christ,” Matt stated. “The 
idea is about the fire and water 
elements of baptism and faith.”  

For the pieʹce de reʹsistance on 
Easter Sunday, the cross was adorned 
with yellow and white flowers and 
ribbons flanked by two smaller tree 
branch crosses representing the 
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Resurrection of Christ. 
 “I’m impressed that people were so 

interested. It’s been a nice drive-by 
experience for everyone, not just 
parishioners,” Matt said. “People stopped 
by from across the community to have 
their photo taken with it. Some took a 
palm. It’s been neat to see people interact 
with it in their own way and on their own 
time.” 

I wanted to give people something 
positive to see during this time of crisis,” 
Matt continued. “It was a real joy and 
honor to create something this unique 
during the Lenten season and I’m 
thankful to Fr. Kent and Martha Tady 
for thinking of me for this project.”  

Matt plans to transform the cross a 
final time for Pentecost – a little 
something in red, yellow and orange 
featuring the Holy Spirit. 




